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Guatemalan history has been dominated by a long string of revolts punctuated by periods of

exploitation and suppression. It is a history of sharp contrasts, of violent conflict between an

oppressive elite and a majority Indian population. The first full history of Guatemala to appear in

several decades, this volume reveals that the country's current traumas are a bitter but logical

extension of a past based on harsh colonial institutions, dispossession and racial and economic

oppression.
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Guatemalan history has been dominated by a long string of revolts punctuated by periods of

exploitation and suppression. It is a history of sharp contrasts, of violent conflict between an

oppressive elite and a majority Indian population. The first full history of Guatemala to appear in

several decades, this volume reveals that the country's current traumas are a bitter but logical

extension of a past based on harsh colonial institutions, dispossession and racial and economic

oppression.

This book has been well respected as a reference work on the subject for many years, an

interesting and relatively brief read.

I read this book before going to Guatemala in 1997 and reread it when I was there. It's a very



informative book for the period of time it covers. I wish Mr. Handy would update the book or do a

sequel for the time period since the book. Gift of the Devil is excellent.Daniel O'Donnell

"Gift of the Devil" provides a very good overview of Guatemalan history through the early 1980s. I

was not very familiar with the details of the country's history before reading the book, and found it

quite informative.
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